THE BETH CENTRE
VOLUNTEER ROLE DESCRIPTION

Role: Expert Outreach Volunteer 
Responsible to: The Beth Centre
The Beth Centre

The Beth Centre is a partnership between Women in Prison (WIP), and Eaves. It is an innovative Lambeth project and is mentioned in the Mayor's strategy for Violence Against Women and Girls. It is a spearhead for future working within the criminal justice system. It provides Lambeth women who are either at risk of, or affected by, the criminal justice system, with a holistic set of support services from a safe, women only, centre, centrally situated in the borough.  Both WIP and Eaves have a long history of delivering services to vulnerable women and we utilise this expertise to support women, to address the underlying causes of their offending behaviour. 
The Beth Centre have a specialism of working with women in prostitution, building relationships of trust over time, prior to encouraging them to engage with our exiting prostitution support services.  
Main Purpose of role

Our approach recognises the stark reality of these women’s lives and the difficulty women working in prostitution have in engaging with services, the multiple barriers they face to safely exit prostitution, including fear of violence from ‘boyfriends’ or ‘pimps’, fear of judgement or arrest, substance dependency, poverty and debt.   
The needs of these women are varied, so we would like volunteers with expertise in law / housing / social services / benefits / healthcare etc. Volunteers will be fully supported within this triage role.

Desirable experience, knowledge and skills
The Beth Centre encourages people with a wide range of abilities to apply for volunteer roles.  The following section is designed to help you decide if you would like to apply for this role and to allow you to judge whether you feel that you would gain the experience you are seeking from your voluntary work:

Experience & Knowledge
1. Excellent interpersonal skills

2. Thorough knowledge within your field of expertise

3. Some knowledge and experience of working with Service Users with a range of support and learning needs 

4. Some experience and/or knowledge of the criminal justice system
5. Some experience and/or knowledge of issues relating to violence against women and girls

Training and Support

The Beth Centre offers on-going support from an allocated staff member.  Additional support will be provided by the volunteer coordinator who will help you to address any concerns you may have regarding your placement.  You will also have the opportunity to attend training relevant to your role at The Beth Centre.
Time Commitment

In order for us to provide a unique, but most importantly, useful service, we are seeking experts to volunteer for us and accompany us on our night-time outreach van on a monthly/six weekly rota basis Our van is deployed twice a week between the hours of 10pm – 2am

.
Expenses

Volunteers will be reimbursed for any approved out-of-pocket travel expenses. Receipts will be needed in advance of payment. 
Other information
This role is for a female only and is exempt under the Sex Discriminations    Act Section 1975, Section (7) (2d).

Due to the sensitive nature of our work, an enhanced Criminal Records   Bureau check is required
How to apply

Please e-mail an expression on interest to kelly.mcdonagh@bethcentre.org.uk
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